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peace and prosperity where we can, leading
where we must, and standing up for what
we believe.

That’s why I support the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. I hope the Con-
gress will ratify it next year. That’s why I’ve
worked to relieve the debts of the poorest
nations of the world and to help them build
their economies and their educational sys-
tems; why we have worked to expand trade
with Africa and the poor Caribbean nations,
to deepen our economic ties to Latin Amer-
ican and Asia; why we work for peace in the
Middle East and Northern Ireland, for de-
mocracy in Haiti, and an end to ethnic
cleansing in Bosnia and Kosovo; for reconcili-
ation between North and South Korea, India
and Pakistan, Greece, Turkey, and Cyprus.
They may be along way from home but, more
and more, as the years go by, you will see
that in an age of globalism, our values and
interests are at stake in these places, as well.

Almost 40 years ago, President Kennedy
stood on the deck of the Eagle, and that day
he said this: ‘‘There is not a single person
who has sailed any of our lakes or oceans
who has not at one time or another been
the beneficiary of the faithful service of the
Coast Guard.’’

Today, that great tradition falls to you in
the greatest age of possibility in human his-
tory. You are the generation chosen by provi-
dence to lead the Coast Guard into the new
century. Your class motto says, Ducentes
viam en millennium—leading the way into
the new millennium. Now you have the prep-
aration to do it. You clearly have the courage
and character to do it. I pray you will also
have the vision and wisdom to take your
motto and truly make it your own.

Good luck. Thank you for your service, and
God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. at Cadet
Memorial Field. In his remarks, he referred to
Adm. James M. Loy, USCG, Commandant of the
Coast Guard; Rear Adm. Douglas Teeson, USCG,
Superintendent, and Capt. Thomas J. Haas,
USCG (Ret.), Dean of Academics and Supervisory
Professor, U.S. Coast Guard Academy; Capt.
William P. Dillon, Chaplain Corps, USN, who de-
livered the invocation; Cadet First Class Chris-
topher Burrus, who delivered the valedictorian ad-

dress; and Onel de Guzman, who allegedly un-
leashed the ‘‘love bug’’ computer virus.

Statement on the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Efforts To
Reduce Emissions From Trucks and
Buses
May 17, 2000

The measures proposed today by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to reduce
harmful emissions from trucks and buses
represent another major milestone in this ad-
ministration’s long-standing effort to ensure
cleaner, healthier air for all Americans.

Air pollution has declined dramatically
over the past quarter century, but stronger
action is needed to protect public health and
keep us on track to meeting our Nation’s air
quality goals. That is why last year I an-
nounced tough new tailpipe and fuel stand-
ards to dramatically reduce emissions from
cars, SUV’s, and other light-duty trucks. To-
day’s proposal would establish stringent new
standards for heavy-duty trucks and buses
and the diesel fuel that powers them. These
proposed standards would produce the
cleanest trucks and buses ever, significantly
reducing smog, soot, and other pollutants
that contribute to asthma and other res-
piratory disease.

Americans today enjoy the cleanest envi-
ronment in a generation and the longest eco-
nomic expansion in our Nation’s history. I
am confident that today’s proposal—which
will be refined in the coming months with
input from the public, industry, and the envi-
ronmental community—will produce even
greater benefits for both our economy and
our environment.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Permanent Normal Trade
Relations With China
May 17, 2000

I am encouraged that the Senate Finance
Committee and the House Ways and Means
Committee have both approved legislation
today authorizing the extension of permanent
normal trade relations to China. Today’s ap-
proval of PNTR is a significant step toward


